
The 12th Annual 13 Colonies Special Event

July 1 – 7, 2020

GB13COL       Independence Week 2020             WM3PEN

K2A – NY          K2B – VA          K2C – RI              K2D – CT 

K2E – DE          K2F – MD        K2G – GA             K2H – MA 

K2I - NJ           K2J – NC         K2K – NH             K2L – SC

K2M - PA 



13 Colonies Special Event
July 1 - 7

•Celebrate America’s Independence

•Working all 13 colonies

•Getting the Bonus Stations

•Earning a nice certificate

•Collecting special QSL cards



The Basics

• Date: July 1 (09:00 AM) - July 7 (11:59 PM)

• One QSO per 13 colony state

• Exchange: Call, signal report,  

state/province/country

• Submit Log for certificate

• Send QSL with S.A.S.E. (or $1) to each of the 
colony stations to get special qsl card.



Colony Stations

• K2A – K2M

• Volunteers in each state on the air

• Callsign/Operator coordinator

• QSL Manager

• K2M is coordinated by K3MJW, Skyview Radio 
Society



Bonus Stations

• WM3PEN
• Philadelphia – Where 

Independence Began

• Does not count for Pennsylvania

• GB13COL
• Durham District and Amateur 

Radio Society (DADARS)

• West – Central England





Sample 2019 QSL Cards 



2019 Event Results

• 169,884 Total Colony QSOs (129,773 in 2018)

• 7679 WM3PEN QSOs  (1200 in 2011)

• Bands: 10, 15, 17, 20, 30, 40, 80, 6, 2

• Modes: SSB, CW, PSK31, FM, FT8, DSTAR, 
About 900 paper qsls, 2600 Eqsls, 2500 LOTW

• QSLs started to arrive by mail – July 5

– Still being received in June, 2020



Dates
July 1- 7
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Finding the 13 Colonies Stations

• Spotting networks

– DxSummit.fi

– http://www.cwfun.org/funspots/us13/frames.ht
ml

• Social Media

– Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/13colonies

http://dxsummit.fi/
http://www.cwfun.org/funspots/us13/frames.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/13colonies


Why Digital Voice?

• One of the fastest growing segments of the 
hobby

• Introduce Techs and others limited to VHF to 
some of the fun we have on HF.

• Propagation poor at times

• Have fun



Digital Voice

WM3PEN

• D-Star Reflector 063 B 7-
9pm EDT (23:00 - 01:00 
GMT)

• Fusion - Room 28173 from 
7-8 PM EDT (2300Z - 0000Z)

• DMR - TalkGroup 31426 
EPA Section from 8-9 PM 
EDT (0000Z - 0100Z)

GB13COL

• D-Star Reflector 063 B (No 
set time)

• Fusion - Room 28173 (No 
set time)

• GB13COL DMR ID 2345268 
& Club call G4EUZ DMR ID 
2344943 (No set time)



Additional info on the web
• Official Website:    13Colonies.us

• QRZ.com: Each call sign

• Facebook: 13Colonies, GB13COL

• WM3PEN:  HARCnet.org





QSLs Arrive
Can the Stamps be used?



Stamps for 
the 

Wounded
Since 1942



Stamps for the Wounded

• 1000s of veterans 
injured protecting our 
freedom.

• Many must fight 
enforced idleness, 
boredom, loneliness, 
frustration, futility, and 
despair 



What can stamps do?

• Bedridden, long-treatment, convalescent patients

– Sort and mount stamps without effort

• Ambulatory or wheelchair patients

– Soak stamps and mount them in albums

• Mentally disabled patients

– Make fancy greeting cards or cover decorative boxes in 
organized therapy sessions



What stamps does SFTW want?

• All philatelic materials

– Stamps and covers

– U.S. and foreign in any quantity

• Cash

– Buy albums, hinges, magnifiers, etc

– Cover mailing costs to mail packages to DVA facilities 
where they are used.



Save and ship



Where do they come from?

• All 50 states

• Germany, England, 
Canada

• Hams

• Neighbors

• Friends

• Other organizations



Getting the Word Out
Sharing Our Story

• Notice with every qsl card

• Christmas letter

• Ham news media

• Local news media

• Club & Organization 
newsletters

• Friends, family, coworkers



SFTW Says Thanks



Results

• Over 70 pounds of stamps shipped

• Talk to people about ham radio that may not 
be familiar with the hobby or heard of it when 
they were younger

• Encourage other groups to start their own 
collection program



What can I do?

• Save stamps

• Start your own program

• Put message on your QRZ.com page or other 
web page



Event Information

www.13colonies.us

Local WM3PEN information

www.qrz.com/db/WM3PEN

Bob, WA3PZO

WM3PEN @ ARRL.NET

http://www.13colonies.us/
http://www.qrz.com/db/wm3pen

